










Like many kids, I dreamed of becoming an NFL quarterback. 
That dream came to a screeching halt when I didn’t meet 
my city league’s minimum weight requirement in fifth grade. 

Carson Wentz has a different story. His dream became a 
reality when he was drafted second overall in the 2016 NFL 
Draft by the Philadelphia Eagles. 

Carson and I have different journeys, but our paths crossed at 
North Dakota State University. I had close friendships with 
some of Carson’s former teammates and would often have them over for supper and games. One day 
after a game, I was out on the field to congratulate them. When I walked past Carson he asked, “When 
are you going to invite me over for supper?” And so, our friendship began.

When I met Carson, he already had a solid relationship with Jesus. His Christian teammates had helped 
him realize there was more to life than football. Over the next couple of years, we met together regularly 

to talk, read the Bible, and pray. Oh, and eat. We did a lot of eating.

I began to understand something about Carson. Although he was a rising 
football star, he was just like every other student I have met. He craved 
deep and authentic relationship with God and people. He had an unmet 
need for true friendship in his life. He was surrounded by people, but 
lacked true Christian community.

CHI ALPHA BECAME THAT COMMUNITY FOR CARSON. HE BEGAN 
ATTENDING OUR WEEKLY ON-CAMPUS WORSHIP SERVICE AS 
OFTEN AS HE COULD AS WELL AS OUR SUNDAY NIGHT SERVICE AT 
A LOCAL CHURCH IN FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA.

Over those two years, Carson’s faith continued to grow. During his senior season, he started to help lead 
the football team’s Bible study. He invited teammates and friends with him to Chi Alpha and to church. He 
became more bold and courageous in his faith. 

One day, he texted me asking if we could meet. When I arrived at the student union, he was more excited 
than usual. He began to share with me that a former teammate hit rock bottom and called him the night 
before. His teammate told him he remembered Carson telling him about Jesus and he wanted to talk 
more about Carson’s faith. That night, Carson led his teammate to the Lord on the couch in his basement.

It was like something clicked. Carson told me that he never felt so alive! God was opening his eyes to a 
greater purpose and mission for his life. He realized his identity was not in being a football player, but in 
being a follower of Christ.

Carson doesn’t give partial effort to anything he does. He gives his all in everything. Academically, he was 
a 4.0 college student. Athletically, he practices and prepares as hard as he plays. When it comes to his 
faith, he is no different. I love that about Carson.
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Stephen Glasser and Carson Wentz following 
dinner in the NDSU student dining center on 

campus before the start of Carson's senior season.

CARSON WENTZ, NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY 2016 
CHI ALPHA ALUM AND 2016 NO.2 OVERALL NFL DRAFT PICK
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