
Gospel-Fluency 

We believe that only the gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of God to save us from the penalty of sin, 

the power of sin, and ultimately from the presence of sin when Jesus returns; therefore, we are 

committed to grow in our gospel fluency: speaking the truth of Jesus to each other and calling each 

other to live lives that reflect the power of the gospel. 

A gospel-centered life and a gospel-saturated community flow from continually growing in our 
understanding and enjoyment of the good news of Jesus and sharing that truth and joy with each 
other. We have been saved from the penalty of sin. Though once we were rebels and enemies of God, 
deserving his wrath, Jesus died, buried, and rose again in order to give us new life, justify us before 
God┸ and adopt us into God╆s family┻1 We are being saved from the power of sin. We have died and 
been raised with Jesus and in union with him have all that we need to grow in becoming like Jesus: 
the presence and power of the indwelling (oly Spirit┸ the promises of God╆s word┸ and the 
community of God╆s people┻2 We will be saved from the presence of sin. The redemption of Jesus 
began the process of restoration which will be complete only when Jesus returns. God will make a 
new heaven and earth and Jesus will make a complete end of sin, suffering, evil, and brokenness. As 
believers, we will enjoy the presence of God forever, while those who do not believe will be 
separated from God forever.3 

The means by which God╆s people are continually transformed into the image of Jesus is through 
continually seeing the glory of the gospel in God╆s word┻ き Corinthians ぎ┺がこ promises that as we 
╉behold the glory of the Lord, [we] are being transformed into the same image from one degree of 
glory to another┻ For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit┻╊ Therefore┸ one of the main 
purposes of a gospel community is continually to show each other the glory of Jesus. In Ephesians 
4:11-16, Paul expands on this responsibility when he instructed us about the means by which the 
church grows up into maturity┻ As God╆s people がょ speak the truth ゅof the gospelょ in love and きょ as 
they minister to each other┸ God╆s people grow up into Christ. In order to effectively equip each 
other in a missional community, there will need to be a culture where it is normal to speak the 
gospel to each other regularly. Every sin and issue that stands in the way of our faithfulness to 
Jesus╆ commands is ultimately a gospel issue, since sin is the outcome of unbelief in Jesus (John 
16:9). One of the key responsibilities of every member of a missional community, especially the 
leader(s), is to equip each other to know the gospel, apply it all of life, and to speak it to each other. 

Therefore, the group should regularly seek ways to grow in their understanding of the gospel and 
how it relates to all of life. Examples of how the group can cultivate gospel fluency are rehearsing 
the gospel regularly (Who is Jesus? What did Jesus do? What must we do? What happens to us as we 
do?), applying the gospel to personal stories, expressing gospel need and celebrating Jesus with 
communion, slowing down to identify idols and showing how Jesus is superior, continually connect 
the stories of others and the stories in God╆s Word to the overall story of redemption and regularly 
asking questions like ╉how does the gospel address this╂╊ and ╉what about the gospel are you not 
believing╂╊ For more detailed help┸ see the article┸ ╉Gospel Fluency╊ by Jeff Vanderstelt┻ 

                                                             
1
 Romans 1:18,21,28-29; 3:21-26; Ephesians 2:1-3; John 1:1-4, 14; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:15-19; 

2:9; 1 Corinthians 15:3-7; 2 Corinthians 5:21; John 1:29; Galatians 1:4; Hebrews 5:1,3; 1 Peter 2:24. 
2
 1 Cor. 15:1-8; Romans 8:11; John 17:15-19; 1 Thess. 4:3; Ephesians 2:10, 4:11-16; Col. 1:28; 2 Peter 1:3-11. 

3
 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 21:1-4; Matthew 25:31-46; Revelation 20:11-15; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-

10; Romans 10:8-15; 1 Peter 2:11-12, 3:15. 
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Gospel-Fluency Assessment 

Fill out the following assessment prayerfully, asking God to help you be honest with the questions 
presented. However, remember that assessment is not a measure of your sanctification. A higher 
score does not equal higher holiness points! Being gospel fluent does not necessarily mean you have 
a deeper, better relationship with Jesus. This assessment is simply a tool to identify where you want to 

grow in gospel fluency. 

On a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being strongly disagree and 5 being strongly agree), rate the following: 

Knowing the Gospel 

______ I understand and can explain why people are sinners and deserve God╆s wrath for their sin┻ 

______ I understand and can explain why God cannot offer forgiveness without a sacrifice for sin. 

______ I understand and can explain why it is important for redemption that Jesus be man and God. 

______ I understand and can explain why the sinless life of Jesus is important for our salvation. 

_______ I understand and can explain why the death of Jesus is important for our salvation. 

______ I understand and can explain why the resurrection of Jesus is important for our salvation. 

______ I understand and can explain why the ascension of Jesus is important for our salvation. 

______ I understand and can explain the role of each member of the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) in 
salvation. 

______ I understand and can explain what part the ╉imputed righteousness of Jesus╊ plays in salvation┻ 

______ I understand and can explain the difference between justification (imputed righteousness) and 
sanctification (living a holy life). 

______ I understand and can explain what it means to have my identity transformed by the gospel. 

______ I understand and can explain how the gospel fits into the overall story of God as revealed in the Bible. 

______ Total  (Range: 12 to 60) 

 

Internalizing (Applying) the Gospel 

______ I frequently ask questions like┸ ╉how does the gospel have to do with this╂╊ or ╉how does the truth 
about Jesus╆s person and work transform this area of my life╂╊ 

______ I am generally able to connect my sin to a specific area of unbelief in or failure to rejoice in the gospel. 

______ Prayer is usually the first resort when trouble or temptation comes in my life. 

______ ) am generally able to take risks┸ even knowing those risks may result in failure┸ because ) know )╆m 
accepted by God through Jesus. 

______ ) am not fearful of God╆s wrath against me┸ but know┸ even when )╆ve sinned┸ that he loves me and 
delights to lavish me with grace in Jesus. 
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______ I am able to freely confess my faults to others. 

______ ) am able to see God╆s goodness even in dark times┻ 

______ I am content in my relationships because I am accepted by God. 

______ I feel forgiven and totally accepted by God. 

______ I am generally able to examine the deeper motives of my heart without becoming fearful, angry, or 
discouraged. 

______ I am teachable and open to rebuke, correction, and instruction, even from those that are less 
experienced and less mature than I. 

______ I want others, both believers and unbelievers, to experience the freedom of the gospel and am 
willing to sacrifice to be a part of that mission. 

______ Total (Range: 12 to 60) 

 

Speaking the Gospel 

______ The gospel has freed me to move outward, towards believers and unbelievers, to serve them, love 
them, and speak the truth in love. 

______ Jesus is more and more the subject of my conversations. 

______ I am aware of my inability to fix life, people, and problems. 

______ I believe that the gospel, as it is fully revealed in the Bible, has the power to radically transform the 
lives of my brothers and sisters in Christ. 

______ When speaking, I ground what I say in the word of God, not just in Biblical or theological concepts. 

______ My first response to the sins, failures, troubles, and conflict with others is to pray for supernatural 
help from the Spirit. 

______ I am able to help guide a person toward discovering heart motivations or idolatry that may be behind 
their behavior. 

______ I am able to rejoice in Jesus, even while confronting someone with their sin. 

______ I am confident in the convicting and encouraging power of the Holy Spirit and therefore do not feel 
that I have to have all the right answers before speaking to both believers and unbelievers. 

______ My greatest desire in addressing someone╆s sin┸ encouraging them┸ or challenging them┸ is to see 
them rejoicing in Jesus, not simply change their behavior. 

______ ) am able to hear someone╆s story and make meaningful connections to God╆s story┻ ゅCreation 【 Fall 【 
Redemption / Restoration). 

______ I am comfortable telling my own story (including my sin and suffering) to believers and unbelievers. 

______ Total (Range: 12 to 60) 
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